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Latest Updates … 
• School “lollipop patrol” – Perth Road :   Following requests from parents 

for the Education Department to look at the viability of providing a 

school crossing patroller on Perth Road east of Pennycook Lane for 

pupils of Blackness Primary School, I have been assured by the 

Department that a survey to assess usage/viability will be carried out 

in the new term. 

• Appeal Decisions : Although the planning appeal in relation to the 

proposal to build two houses at the land north of High Mill 

(immediately south of Stevens Yard) was refused by the Scottish 

Government Reporter, the Reporter upheld the appeal in relation 

to four flats on the ground floor of the Mill itself.     

I had previously moved refusal of the application at the City Council’s Development Quality 

Committee (committee unanimously agreed with my motions to refuse both the planning 

application and Listed Building Consent) – on grounds of loss of residential amenity for 

adjacent householders in Patrick Place.   The application envisages large windows being 

erected on the south wall of the Mill, directly facing residents’ houses and gardens. 

The Reporter indicated “this could result in a potentially severe loss of amenity for the 

occupiers” but nonetheless upheld the appeal, an extremely disappointing and concerning 

decision. 

• Damage to school barrier :  The Education Department has assured me that 

steps have been taken to ensure repair to the damaged safety barrier 

outside Blackness Primary School in Pennycook Lane.   This was damaged 

by a vehicle during last term. 
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• Al-Maktoum Cultural Centre :   I met with the Acting Principal of the Al-Maktoum 

Institute (Professor Malory Nye) on 18th September to express concern at the state of 

the former Logie Secondary School site and he promised that a clean-up will be organised 

in the next few weeks.     With regard to the start of construction, he hoped this would be 

within a few months.   However, I have since had the following update from Philip Hodson 

of Shadwell, the project managers : 

“Thank you for contacting Shadwell for an update of progress with the Cultural Centre. 

 

“At present we have not received approval to proceed to detailed design stage, therefore it is unlikely 

that construction works would commence before spring 2008. 

 

“I understand that Mirza Al Sayegh is to visit Dundee on his next visit to the UK after Ramadan to view 

the site - hopefully after this visit we will be able to update you further. “ 

 

• Riverside Civic Amenity Site :    I received  a number of complaints from residents 

recently about the smell from the site and was advised by Waste Management that this 

had been due to the composting operation.    I have now had the following feedback from 

Waste Management : 

“We have concluded the work that was causing the sour smell and I anticipate with the weather change 

that that should be the last problem of the year.    We do try to minimise any smell issues and try to 

work certain tasks when the wind is in another direction.    That's not always possible as there is a 

window of time for certain tasks.    The wind direction is problematic on occasions.    The nature of 

composting does create some smells but unless the weather is hot we can control if not eradicate those 

smell completely    I have been communicating with the residents in the area whenever the opportunity 

arises.” 

• Perth Road at Invergowrie Drive :   Following complaints received about 

potholes here, I received an assurance from the Planning & Transportation 

Department that these would be attended to.    I have also raised similar 

concerns about parts of River Crescent and Riverside Drive (south of 

Vernonholme, near the bridge over the rail line). 

• Weeds  :   Following complaints about the extent of weeds on the roadway edge in 

Abbotsford Street, I was advised a second weeds spray would be undertaken. 

• Crossing at Blackness Avenue :   I had a complaint that part of the tiling at the 

pedestrian crossing (Blackness Avenue junction crossing east to west near Perth Road) was 

damaged. Have had the following feedback from the City Council: 

 

"The plates referred to by the member of the public are stick-down tactile paving tiles to indicate the 

presence the pedestrian crossing to those with visual impairment. We had checked out the displaced 

tile and did not consider it to be a safety concern. (This has been) taken this up with Tayside Contracts 

and the tiles are to be re-installed." 


